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Every child deserves the best possible start in life 
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The new framework will be one of the main 
ways in which we implement Ofsted’s strategy 

The new framework will be based 
on a solid evidence base relating to 
educational effectiveness and valid 
inspection practice. 

We will continue to be clear about 
our expectations and fight 
misconceptions.  

We will remove any measures that 
do not genuinely assess quality of 
education and training. We will 
prioritise weaker provision and 
observe more outstanding practice.  
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The curriculum will be at the heart of the 
new framework 
 

Ofsted’s working definition: 

 ‘The curriculum is a framework for setting out the aims of a 
programme of education, including the knowledge and 
understanding to be gained at each stage (intent);  

 for translating that framework over time into a structure and 
narrative, within an institutional context (implementation), 
and  

 for evaluating what knowledge and skills children have 
gained against expectations (impact/achievement).’ 
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The importance of the curriculum 

“The curriculum (or, to use EYFS terminology, the 
educational programmes) that children experience in their 
early years is vital…We know that young children are 
especially receptive between birth and age 5, when their 
brains develop at the fastest speed and they learn more 
rapidly than at any other age. 
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This means that the choices we make for 
very young children …are all hugely 
important.” 



What did the curriculum survey find? 

  Lack of curriculum knowledge and expertise 

    

 

    Curriculum being confused with assessment and qualifications 

 

 

          Teaching to the test 

Curriculum narrowing               Social justice issues 
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Thematic surveys 2014–2016 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/are-you-ready-good-practice-in-school-readiness
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-and-play-in-the-early-years-a-balancing-act


Bold beginnings 

Slide 9 

In November 2017, we 
published a thematic survey 
report about the Reception 

curriculum in good and 
outstanding schools.  

 
This report is one part of 

Ofsted’s ongoing work around 
the intention, implementation 
and impact of the curriculum 

in England. 
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Knowledge does not sit as isolated ‘information’ 
in children’s minds. 



Concepts that matter when debating the 
curriculum 

Progress means knowing more and remembering more. 
 
Prior knowledge allows learning of new content.  

 
Knowledge is connected in webs or schemata.  

 
Vocabulary size relates to academic success,     

and learning in early years is crucial for increasing the                               
breadth of children’s vocabulary. 
 

Curriculum & the future of education inspection 
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What will this mean for the new 
inspection framework? 
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Towards a 2019 inspection framework – 
what aspects will we need to judge?  

 

We are clear that we need to take a rounded view of 
the quality of education offered by schools and 
providers. 

The curriculum will be at the core, recognising the 
close connection between curricular content and the 
way that this content is taught and assessed in order to 
support children to build their knowledge and to apply 
that knowledge.  
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Towards a 2019 inspection framework – 
what aspects will we need to judge?  

 

We remain very interested in children and learners’ 
wider development including the attitudes and 
behaviours they bring to the setting. 

 

Schools’ and providers’ leadership and management 
are likely to remain key areas of consideration. 

 

Slide 14 Towards the Education Inspection Framework 2019 



More focus on education; less focus on data 
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“In the new framework, we’re thinking 
about how we can take the inspection 
conversation even further on education 
itself and less on data. 
 
 
HMCI, Education Policy Institute conference, 3 July 2018 

 



Keep our focus on safeguarding, reflecting 
Ofsted’s latest thinking 
 

Our inspection of safeguarding will continue to be built around three 
core areas: 

 Identify: are leaders and other staff identifying the right children 
and how do they do that? 

 Help: what timely action do staff within the provision take, and 
how well do they work with other agencies? 

Manage: how do responsible bodies and staff manage their 
statutory responsibilities, and in particular, how do they respond 
to allegations about staff and other adults? 

Safeguarding will hold the same weight across all remits. 
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Key principles as we develop new 
judgement areas and criteria 

 Criteria will be based on educational effectiveness 

 Continue to make an overall judgement about a provider 

Common key judgements but allow flexibility in how we 
apply those in different remits  

Reduce focus on data – more focus on how providers are 
achieving results; less pressure to produce assessment 
information   

 Retain the current four-point grading scale 

Reduce workload for practitioners, leaders and inspectors. 
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Questions for discussion 

What in the Common Inspection Framework works well and 
should be retained? 

 

What in the Common Inspection Framework is not working and 
should be left behind? 

 

What are the potential opportunities for the Education 
Inspection Framework 2019? 

 

Towards the Education Inspection Framework 2019 Slide 18 



What next? 

Research is ongoing on the curriculum, inspection activity and 
a range of other topics. The findings from this research will feed 
into the development of the framework. 

 From September 2018, we will begin to share the developing 
thinking with the sector and invite their thoughts and views – 
shaping and influencing what we produce.  

We will consult on the detail of the new framework (not just 
high level principles) over Spring Term 2019. 

 The final framework will be published in Summer 2019, and 
will go live from 1 September 2019. 
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Every child deserves the best possible start in life 
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Ofsted on the web and on social media 

www.gov.uk/ofsted 

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk 

www.linkedin.com/company/ofsted  

www.youtube.com/ofstednews  

www.slideshare.net/ofstednews  

www.twitter.com/ofstednews  
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