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Today’s session

▪Assessment data and workload

▪Curriculum thinking

▪The role of assessment



Assessment data and workload
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▪What children learn has too often come second to delivering 
assessment data. 

▪This data focus leads to unnecessary workload for early 
years practitioners.

▪Using assessment in this way and narrowing of the      
curriculum have the greatest negative effect 
on the most disadvantaged children. 
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The Education Inspection Framework 2019
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Early years foundation stage 2.2 

▪‘Assessment should not entail prolonged breaks from 
interaction with children, not require excessive paperwork. 
Paperwork should be limited to that which                                        
is absolutely necessary to promote                                                   
children’s successful learning and                                              
development.’
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Descriptors and mark schemes

▪Summative grade descriptors, high-level outcomes, 
assessment objectives and mark schemes do not, and should 
not, define progression. 

▪They should NOT be used: 

- as a substitute for a curriculum 

- when more granular, formative assessment would be more 
useful

- to check success learning components of the areas of 
learning assessed.
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Key messages

▪Narrowing the curriculum has a negative effect.

▪Intensive or continuous assessment has a cost.

▪The EYFSP is not an end-point.
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Curriculum thinking
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Ofsted’s definition of curriculum: 

“the framework for setting out the aims of a programme 
of education, including the knowledge and skills to be 

gained at each stage”
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The EYFS (educational programmes) provides the 

curriculum framework that leaders build on to 

decide what they intend children to learn and develop. 

Leaders and practitioners decide how to implement 

the curriculum so that children make progress in the 

seven areas of learning. Leaders and practitioners 

evaluate the impact of the curriculum by checking 

what children know and can do.

The EYFS and the curriculum
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How will inspectors consider progress?

‘The curriculum as the progression model’
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There is a wide variation in young 
children’s exposure to vocabulary
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When the basics are stored in memory…

Component = 
be able to pronounce 

words correctly.
(Communication & 

Language)

Component =
understand a growing 
range of vocabulary.
(Communication & 

Language)

Component = 
feel confident in a range 

of situations. 
(Personal, social, 

emotional development)

Component =  
remember sequences of 
movements related to 

music. 
(Physical development)

Composite
For example, sing a large 

number of songs

Composite: a performance made up of several parts or components.
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Key messages

▪The EYFS provides the skeleton.

▪Curriculum, pedagogy and assessment are important but not 
the same.

▪Teaching should not be seen as a top down                                       
model.
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The role of assessment
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▪Assessment is about noticing what children can do and what 
they know. It is not about producing lots of data and evidence. 

▪Effective assessment requires practitioners to understand child 
development. Practitioners also need to be clear about what 
they want their children to know and be able to do. 

▪Accurate assessment can highlight whether a child                                  
needs extra help and support.  

▪Assessment should be useful and not take                                    
practitioners away from children for long periods                          
of time. 

What is assessment?
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Assessment in action

▪Are they able to control their bladder 
and bowels?

▪Do they recognise when they want 
to use the potty?

▪Can they communicate that they 
want to use the potty?

▪Can they sit on the potty? 

▪Can they remain in place long 
enough to finish using the potty? 
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We have a child in       
our setting who             

cannot use the potty.
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By; 

▪knowing the children well 

▪listening to parents 

▪using informal observations

▪responding quickly

▪being ambitious. 
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How can we reduce the chance of a child falling 
behind?
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A closer look at some of the most relevant QE 
framework criteria 

Intent Impact

The curriculum gives the knowledge and 
cultural capital children need to succeed in 
life.

Children develop detailed knowledge and skills 
across the 7 areas of learning and use these in 
an age-appropriate way.

The curriculum coherently builds on what 
children know and can do, towards 
cumulatively sufficient knowledge and skills 
for their future learning. 

Children develop their vocabulary and 
understanding of language across the EYFS 
curriculum. 

The curriculum is ambitious and meets the 
needs of all children, and particularly those 
with SEND or other disadvantage.

Children are ready for the next stage of 
education. They have the knowledge and skills 
they need to benefit from what school has to 
offer when it is time to move on.
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Key messages

▪Assessment should be useful.

▪Thinking about composites and components can help.

▪Effective assessment can reduce the likelihood                                              
of a child falling behind. 
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Thank you



Ofsted on the web and on social media

www.gov.uk/ofsted

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk

www.linkedin.com/company/ofsted

www.youtube.com/ofstednews

www.slideshare.net/ofstednews

www.twitter.com/ofstednews
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