
Early Years Educators meeting & 

Ofsted Big Conversation (OBC)

Meeting no. 1, June 2021

• Cheryl Hadland
Founder of Tops Day Nurseries & GECCO

• Jane Burchall
Senior Ofsted Inspector



Agenda

– 3:30pm – Welcome from Cheryl Hadland, South West OBC Chair, 

– DfE update.

– 3:40pm – LA sub-groups

– 4:00pm – Ofsted presentation from Jane Burchall, Senior Ofsted Inspector

– Call for research volunteers: Dr Jenny Robson

– 4:50pm – APPG for Childcare and Early Education updates

– 5:00pm – Sustainability updates

– 5:15pm – Aspire Training presentation

– Staff Well Being

– Open Q&A forum



Introduction to the 

Ofsted Big Conversation

– Voluntary organisation

– Communication forum

– Share areas of concern, help each other

– Ofsted updates, direction, dispel myths

– Other OBCs – one evening to one day, CPD certificates



#OfstedBigConversation

Central website: www.theofstedbigconversation.co.uk

Regional pages with details of the current Regional Chair, their roles, contact 

details etc. & links to organised meetings. 

Central FB: www.facebook.com/OfstedBigConversation

Central Twitter: @OfstedBigC

Hashtags: #OfstedBigConversation; #OBC

http://www.theofstedbigconversation.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/OfstedBigConversation


DfE Update

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/education-

and-childcare

Latest release 17 June 2021

25+ now being vaccinated



Local Authority Update

We have the following representatives in attendance today:

BCP – Bristol – Cornwall – Dorset – Plymouth – Somerset – South 

Gloucester – Wiltshire

Members of the Early Years LA for Devon and Gloucester have declined to 

attend the OBC today. If you fall within one of these regions, you are more 

than welcome to join a neighbouring LA sub-group or if you would like to 

remain in the central group, we will happily note down your queries and 

pass them directly to the LA teams.

NB London have announced an extra £150,000 fund to provide business 

support for their PVI settings.  How about our LAs?



Jane Burchall SHMI

Early Years Senior Officers

Caroline Hearn, Teresa Newman, Sarah Dimsdale



Ofsted: on the web and social media

Amanda Spielman has been given two extra years in the role of Ofsted 

chief inspector, the Department for Education has confirmed (28/05/2021)

www.gov.uk/ofsted

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk

www.linkedin.com/company/ofsted

www.youtube.com/ofstednews

www.slideshare.net/ofstednews

www.twitter.com/ofstednews

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/ofsted
http://www.youtube.com/ofstednews
http://www.slideshare.net/ofstednews
http://www.twitter.com/ofstednews


Invitation to participate 
in research
Dr. Jenny Robson

Senior Lecturer in Early Childhood at University of East 
London



Research focus:

The inspection of the Prevent Duty in Early Childhood Education and Care in 
England

S26 of the Counter Terrorism and Security Act 2015 (known as the Prevent Duty) placed specific 
requirements on registered early years provision to identify people at risk of radicalisation and to 
promote Fundamental British Values as a measure to prevent people being radicalised

This research aims to:
- Understand how early years practitioners experienced the inspection of the Prevent Duty
- Explore how early years providers have prepared for the inspection of the Prevent Duty. 

I am hoping to interview nursery managers or other practitioners. 
The research will contribute to the academic study of Prevent.

Would you or a colleague be a participant in the study?

Anonymity would be assured for any person or setting participating in the study.
Interviews (30 to 40 minutes) would be on line or by telephone and at a time convenient to 
participants.

Please e-mail Dr Jenny Robson for more information:  jrobson@uel.ac.uk



APPG for Childcare & Early Education

Constituted 2017, Founding Sponsors: Tops Day Nurseries, then

NDNA, EYA, PACEY, CACHE, Foundation Stage Forum, 

Montessori, Dingleys Promise

The All Party Parliamentary Group for Childcare and Early Education brings 

together Parliamentarians and leading members for the childcare and early 

education sector to promote and facilitate discussion on key policy issues.

Secretariat:  Connect PA (Secretariat): Paul Church

New chair: Steve Brine MP, Winchester and Chandler’s Ford



APPG for Childcare & Early Education

Published major report into financial sustainability of childcare 

providers in order to demand that Government addresses the 

funding shortfall in the Spending Review.

Next meetings:

22nd June; The role of Early Education and the Spending Review

21st Sept; The new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza

23rd Nov; Pedagogy in Early Education

14th Dec; SEND in the Early Years Provision

Sign up for updates on https://connectpa.co.uk/party-parliamentary-group-

childcare-early-education/

https://connectpa.co.uk/party-parliamentary-group-childcare-early-education/


Contact your MP

• Childcare sector is in crisis, thousands closed this year.
• SHORT STAFFED – immigration, pay rates.
• We aren’t just babysitters, we are responsible for the care and 

education of children when their brains are at their most absorbent, 
investment essential!

• Additional funding in April does not cover inflation or minimum wage 
increases, never mind both!

• Extend Business Rates relief essential for survival
• Refund VAT like schools
• Funding for PPE, extra cleaning and business survival

Find your local MP here
Email us and we can provide you a template

https://members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP
mailto:cheryl.hadland@hadlandcaregroup.co.uk


Sustainability update
Clear Air
Air pollution inside can be up to 10x worse than outside.
Toxins inside can cause asthma, irritate lungs and seriously damage our bodies.

What can we do?
1. Double check COSHH sheets for cleaning products (e.g. fogging chemicals) –

choose alternatives that do not irritate
2. Choose natural air fresheners (e.g. essential oils and aromatherapy diffusers)
3. Communicate to your suppliers that sustainability and air pollution is important 

to you
4. Hold open discussions with staff re: perfumes, deodorants and hair sprays
5. Reflect on what products you already have in your buildings (e.g. chipboard 

furniture is sometime held together with formaldehyde so consider replacing 
with solid wood tables)

6. Open windows and doors (if possible) or consider an air cleaning and filtration 
system

7. Get a range of non-toxic plants for your nursery to increase oxygen



BCORP

Certified B Corporations are businesses that meet the 
highest standards of verified social and environmental 
performance, public transparency, and legal accountability 
to balance profit and purpose.

The B Impact Assessment is the most credible tool a 
company can use to measure its impact on its workers, 
community, environment and customers. It is the only 
certification that measures a company’s entire social and 
environmental performance.

In February 2021, Tops Day Nurseries became the first Day Nursery in the 
UK to achieve B Corporation Certification.

Read more https://bit.ly/3v8pY7a

https://bit.ly/3v8pY7a


Sustainability update
Up coming events:

• Single-use nappies and their alternatives, 23rd June @ 11am, 
https://bit.ly/3gmiEPJ

• Bristol eco-conference, 17th September, contact Nicky Edwards for more 
info Nicky.edwards@ncnltd.co.uk

• Washable Nappies: A Sustainable Future for Childcare, 22nd October, 
virtual, 1-day conference; https://bit.ly/3cwyeY3

• The Big Sustainability Expo (Southampton) 2021, 28th October, 
https://bit.ly/3pF4IVo

• Early Years Environments Show; London, 12-13 July 2022,
https://bit.ly/2SnOEeu

https://bit.ly/3gmiEPJ
mailto:Nicky.edwards@ncnltd.co.uk
https://bit.ly/3cwyeY3
https://bit.ly/3pF4IVo
https://bit.ly/2SnOEeu


OMEP-UK

• Introducing the OMEP-UK Early Childhood Education for Sustainable Citizenship 

Award.

• There are five family-fun i-care’ booklets, which relate to the three pillars of 

sustainability, ‘social-cultural sustainability’, ‘environmental’ sustainability, 

‘economics’ sustainability and, in order to become wholly sustainable citizens, we 

also include booklets to support enjoyment in early literacy and numeracy – a 

great parent partnership and setting collaboration. 

• More information available at http://www.omep.org.uk/

• Next Trainers Course will be taking place in the Summer Holiday period.

• If anyone is interested in training as a trainer, ESC are offering a one-day or two-

half-day course and the enquiry/booking address is ESCOMEPUK@GMAIL.COM

http://www.omep.org.uk/
mailto:ESCOMEPUK@GMAIL.COM


Staff Well Being

• WRAP

• More critical than ever to ensure 

our staff are cared for mentally

• More information at 

https://bit.ly/2RHe4DB and 

downloadable Wellness Recovery 

Plans 

https://bit.ly/2RHe4DB


Childcare  Leadership & Management   Business & Administration Customer Service

Who can do an apprenticeship?

• Anyone! Not just for young people, all ages can benefit from 
Apprenticeship Funding.

• Great way to upskill your existing workforce.

• Great way to welcome new staff into the sector.



Childcare  Leadership & Management   Business & Administration Customer Service

Extra Government Cash Incentives for Employers

• £3,000 cash incentive for any employer who hires a new apprentice 

between 01 April 2021 and 30 September 2021. They must have an 

apprenticeship start date of 1 April 2021 to 30 November 2021.

• This is in addition to any £1,000 16 to 18 year old cash incentive.

• Making a total of up to £4,000 cash incentives available to employers for 

employing a new apprentice! (MUCH better than T-level students)



Childcare  Leadership & Management   Business & Administration Customer Service

How to fund apprenticeships:

• Contribute 5% of total cost, the remaining 95% is paid by the government.

• Companies with fewer than 50 employers, hiring a 16-18 or 19-24 with EHC 

plan apprentice receive 100% of cost.

• Levy paying employers (£3m plus wage bill) use the levy pot to cover the 

cost of apprenticeship, or 5% contribution if funds have been used up.

• Receive up 25% of levy pot funds from a levy company who has excess 

funding to use in replace of the contribution option.



Childcare  Leadership & Management   Business & Administration Customer Service

Funding available through Aspire Training Team

• Apprenticeships – Across the South West

• Advanced Learner Loans – individuals only start paying off the loan 

once their salary passes a threshold (£26,575), repayment amounts are 

low – Across the South West

• European Social Fund – Level 2 Distance Learning Qualifications –

Dorset & Somerset Only



Childcare  Leadership & Management   Business & Administration Customer Service

Get in touch:

• info@aspiretrainingteam.co.uk

• 01202 879433

• www.aspiretrainingteam.co.uk

• Mention OBC when enquiring and receive a free online short 

course usually charged at £10.

mailto:info@aspiretrainingteam.co.uk
http://www.aspiretrainingteam.co.uk/


More Information

www.gov.uk/VOA

www.thebigofstedconversation.co.uk

www.ceeda.co.uk

www.GECCO.org.uk

www.OECD.org

www.parallelparliament.co.uk/APPG/childcare-and-early-education

www.omep.org.uk

www.eco-schools.org.uk

http://www.gov.uk/VOA
http://www.thebigofstedconversation.co.uk/
http://www.gecco.org.uk/
http://www.gecco.org.uk/
http://www.oecd.org/
http://www.parallelparliament.co.uk/APPG/childcare-and-early-education
http://www.omep.org.uk/
http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/


Facebook Pages & Groups
• GECCO

• Childminding Chat and Activities

• Day nursery owners

• Champaign Nurseries on Lemonade Funding

• Nursery Management Today

• Potty Training Academy

• Secondhand Early Years resources

• Early Years Matters

https://www.facebook.com/GreenEarlyYearsChoicesChampionOrganisation/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/childmindingchatandactivityideas/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/daynurseryowners/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChampagneNurseries/
https://www.facebook.com/NurseryManagementToday/
https://www.facebook.com/www.pottytrainingacademy.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/978071455623060/
https://www.facebook.com/earlyyearsmatters/


Open Q&A Forum



Next meeting 

Thursday 11th November 2021

3:30pm-5:30pm


