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Thank you BCP LA



Introduction to OBC

• Voluntary organisation – self funding
• Communication forum
• Share areas of concern, help each other
• Ofsted updates, direction, dispel myths
• Other OBCs – one evening to one day, 

CPD certificates, Committee run
• Area Chairs have meetings in London 



Agenda

• Introduction 
• Ofsted update, Q&A.
• Local Authority update
• APPG update
• In the news – Spending review 
• EY “Standards” &Training Update
• Nappies
• Next meeting?  
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The importance of the curriculum

‘We know that young children are especially 
receptive between birth and age 5, when their 
brains develop at the fastest speed and they learn 
more rapidly than at any other age.

This means that the choices we make for 
very young children …are all hugely 
important.’



‘Learning is defined as 
an alteration in long-
term memory. If nothing 
has altered in long-term 
memory, nothing has 
been learned.’
Sweller, J., Ayres, P., & Kalyuga, S. (2011), 
Cognitive load theory (Vol. 1). Springer Science & 
Business Media.



New inspection judgements

Quality of education Personal 
development

Behaviour and 
attitudes

Leadership and 
management

Overall effectiveness



Judgement areas: 
evolution, not revolution

Quality of education

Personal development

Leadership and 
management

Behaviour and attitudes

Teaching, learning and 
assessment

Personal development, 
behaviour and welfare

Leadership and 
management

Outcomes

Overall effectiveness Overall effectiveness



The curriculum for early years
• The ‘Statutory framework for the early years 

foundation stage’ (EYFS) sets out the education and 
care standards that all early years providers must meet 
to ensure that children, from birth to five, learn and 
develop well and are kept healthy and safe. 

• Once a provider is registered on the Early Years 
Register, Ofsted carries out regular inspections to 
evaluate the overall quality and standards of the early 
years provision in line with the principles and 
requirements of the EYFS. 

• This will not change, but we will be putting a greater                
emphasis on the curriculum.



• The EYFS (educational programmes) provides 
the curriculum framework that leaders build 
on to decide what they intend children to 
learn and develop (intent).
• Leaders and practitioners decide how to 

implement the curriculum so children make 
progress in the seven areas of learning 
(implementation).

• They evaluate the impact of the curriculum 
by checking what children know and can do.  

Quality of education
The curriculum is at the heart of the proposed 

new framework – a working definition



Quality of education judgement
Intent 
 EYFS curriculum design, coverage and 

appropriateness. 

Implementation
 EYFS curriculum delivery.
 Teaching (pedagogy).
 Assessment (formative and summative).

Impact 
 Attainment and progress.
 Knowledge and skills.
 Readiness for next stage of education.



Infants have amazing capacities
They can…
• mentally represent and think about                     

the existence of objects that are
out of sight
• develop expectations of how                      

physical objects will behave based                               
on experience
• appreciate the ways behaviour has                 

purpose and is goal-directed
• have social preferences.



As infants’ knowledge of the physical and social 
world increases, they can use their capacities more.

'All children appreciate the ways behaviour has 
purpose and is goal-directed.'

 But what behaviours and goals do they know 
about? 
When did they learn about them?



What knowledge of the physical 
world do children have?



There is a wide variation in young 
children’s exposure to vocabulary.
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The importance of shared reading: ‘book 
language’ is much more linguistically complex 

than ordinary conversation. 

“Excuse me, but I’m very hungry. 
Do you think I could have tea 

with you?”



The importance of shared reading

• Adults use more complex language when talking to children 
as they read to them.

• Scaffolds the child’s language by making links, emphasising 
words and explaining concepts.

• Encourages good reading habits and positive attitudes. 
• Provides quality time with one-to-one attention, emotional 

bonding and enjoyment.

Nation, Kate (2018) What teachers need to know about shared reading. Times Educational Supplement 
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Vocabulary size relates to academic 
success

Such correlations between vocabulary size 
and life chances are as firm as any 
correlations in educational research.

Simply put: knowing more words
makes you smarter!



Cultural capital 



Cultural capital 

• Cultural capital is the essential 
knowledge that children need to be 
educated citizens (school).

• Cultural capital is the essential 
knowledge that children need to 
prepare them for future success 
(early years). 

• Some children arrive at an early 
years setting with different  
experiences from others, in their 
learning and play.



Cultural capital continued…

• What the setting does, through its 
curriculum and interactions, 
potentially makes all the 
difference. 

• It is the role of the setting to ensure 
that children experience the awe 
and wonder of the world in which 
they live, through the seven areas of 
learning.



• personal, social and emotional
• communication and language
• Physical 
• literacy
• mathematics
• understanding the world
• expressive arts and design?

The curriculum outlines the building blocks of knowledge children 
need to learn – hold in long-term memory.

How do you decide what knowledge 
children need to learn to make subsequent 

progress in:



The curriculum is not…

• the same as teaching (pedagogy): the curriculum 
is WHAT is taught and not how it is taught. 
• The same as providing ‘experiences’. Providing 

‘experiences’ is not a substitute for thinking about 
what children need to learn.
• Devising more and more elaborate or creative 

activities. This is not a substitute for working out 
what children need to learn and know.



• is based on proactive thinking
• will be the product of clear consideration of the 

sequence of content necessary for children to 
make progress

• will provide children with the knowledge they 
need for subsequent learning – transferable 
knowledge

• builds deeper understanding and the capacity for 
skilful performance. 

In summary, a high-quality curriculum:



‘I want childminders and nurseries to focus on what 
matters: looking after young children in a safe 
environment in which they learn and develop well. 
We certainly don’t want anyone in an early years 
setting to do anything specifically for Ofsted, and 
which creates extra work for them. That is why we 
have worked hard in recent years to dispel myths 
about what Ofsted does and doesn’t want when we 
carry out inspections.’

Gill Jones
Deputy Director



Ofsted on the web and on social media

www.gov.uk/ofsted
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk

www.linkedin.com/company/ofsted
www.youtube.com/ofstednews
www.slideshare.net/ofstednews
www.twitter.com/ofstednews



Local Authority Update



APPG

Next meeting 28 Oct 2019
BREXIT – the deal



• Conservative
• Bournemouth West
• Minister of State (Department for 

International Trade) since July 
2019

• Recent news: Visited the Crumbs 
Project as a patron; the project 
provides training and work 
experience to mixed ability 
trainees in the catering industry

Conor Burns MP



• Conservative
• Bournemouth East

• Recent news: Bournemouth, 
Christchurch and Poole chosen as 
one of 8 local authorities to 
benefit from £11mil parks fund.

• Recent news: Video link. 
Encouraging government to bring 
forward zero-emission pledge to 
2035

Rt. Hon. Tobias Ellwood MP



• Conservative
• Christchurch
• First elected for Christchurch in 

1997
• Hard brexiteer

Sir Christopher Chope MP



• Conservative
• Poole

• Sir Robert has one of the highest 
voting records in the Commons and 
has held regular surgeries and 
meetings in Poole to assist his 
constituents. He was re-elected in 
June 2017 with 28,888 votes, which 
was 57.9% of the votes cast.

Sir Robert Syms MP



• Conservative
• Mid Dorset and North Poole
• Member of European Scrutiny 

Committee since Oct 2017
• Recent news: MP joins RSPB to 

call for urgent action to tackle the 
nature crisis

Michael Tomlinson MP



• Conservative
• North Dorset
• Member of:

– Northern Ireland Affairs Committee 
since June 2019

– Liaison Committee (Commons) since 
June 2019

– Regulatory Reform since Nov 2017

Simon Hoare MP



In the News
Spending Review 2019

“Early Years to receive an extra £66million.”
• An extra 1.88% against an inflation rate of 2.48% (2018)
• Funding levels have been frozen for 2 years (& before!)
• In 4/2020, 5% increase in minimum wage 
• Current typical wage for an EY room manager is £19k
Other educational sectors:
• 4.7% increase for f/t 16-17 year olds with special needs.
• Teachers minimum wage to be increased to £30,000



In the News

• EY “Standards” L3 have started Sept 2019

• Some EU funded short courses: see leaflets 
from Aspire



Sustainability
• Real Nappies – BioWash and laundry update

• Small wet bag loans – sample for 
parents to borrow. Less intimidating than 
a whole hamper.



Open Forum



More Information

www.eyalliance.org.uk

www.ndna.org.uk

www.gov.uk/VOA

www.thebigofstedconversation.co.uk

www.OECD.org

www.GECCO.org.uk



Facebook Pages & Groups
• GECCO
• GECCO Real Nappies page & group
• Childminding Chat and Activities
• Day nursery owners
• Champaign Nurseries on Lemonade Funding
• Nursery Management Today
• Potty Training Academy
• Secondhand Early Years resources
• Early Years Matters



Next meeting

• OBC meeting going to be held twice yearly
• March & Sept
• Same venue


