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Todayôssession

ÁOur work during the pandemic ï
what our research tells us

ÁA safe and phased return to 
inspecting early education
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Early years inspection plan

What have we been doing: 

Áprogramme of interim visits

ÁChildcare Register inspections

ÁRegistrations and other regulatory 
work

Áan early years research survey.
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Children hardest hit by COVID-19 pandemic are 
regressing in basic skills and learning

ÁInterviews with 739 registered early years providers and 
maintained nursery schools.

ÁPandemic has significantly impacted the learning and 
development of children who had left and subsequently 
returned to their EY setting.

ÁChildren who continued to attend their setting or who were 
well supported at home had made good progress in their 
learning.
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Children hardest hit by COVID-19 pandemic are 
regressing in basic skills and learning (2)

ÁMany providers have made changes to the resources and 
routines in their settings and most have increased their 
teaching of personal hygiene.



Children hardest hit by COVID-19 pandemic are 
regressing in basic skills and learning (2)

ÁProviders said they are particularly concerned about childrenôs 
personal, social and emotional development.

ÁSome children had returned less confident and more                
anxious.

ÁMany providers have given some aspects of the curriculum                    
a greater focus as a result of childrenôs experiences of the 
pandemic.
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Registration and regulatory work continues 

ÁWe continue our registration work. 

ÁWe are responding to regulatory 

safeguarding concerns.

ÁWe are also looking at information we 

are holding to consider at the next 

inspection for some providers.
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Roadmap to EIF 
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and research 
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Return to 
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March 2020
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Guiding principles 
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Sensitivity

The safety and welfare of everyone involved in any on-site activity is our 
priority. We will follow the most up -to-date guidance from Public Health 
England. 

Priorities

Principles for on -site visits

We continue to be guided by existing guidance and principles for carrying 
out our compliance and enforcement work.

Inspectors will be sensitive to the challenges presented by COVID-19; 
we will always take that context into account. 
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EIF inspection judgements

Quality of 
education

Personal 
development

Behaviour 
and attitudes

Leadership 
and 

management

Overall effectiveness
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The importance of acquiring knowledge 

óWe know that young children are especially receptive 
between birth and age 5, when their brains develop at the 
fastest speed and they learn more rapidly than at any 
other age.
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This means that the choices we make for 
very young children éare all hugely 
important .ô
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ÁThe EYFS (educational programmes) provides 
the curriculum framework that leaders build on 
to decide what they intend children to learn 
and develop.

ÁLeaders and practitioners decide how to 
implement the curriculum, so children make 
progress in the seven areas of learning.

ÁThey evaluate the impact of the curriculum by 
checking what children know and can do.
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The curriculum is at the heart of the framework
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C&L

The dangers of missing knowledge

PSED

PD
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There is a wide variation in young 
childrenôs exposure to vocabulary.



Vocabulary size relates to academic 
success

ÁSuch correlations between vocabulary size and life 
chances are as firm as any correlations in 
educational research.

Simply put: knowing more words makes you 
smarter!


