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Today’s session

▪Our work during the pandemic –
what our research tells us

▪A safe and phased return to 
inspecting early education
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Early years inspection plan

What have we been doing: 

▪programme of interim visits

▪Childcare Register inspections

▪Registrations and other regulatory 
work

▪an early years research survey.
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Children hardest hit by COVID-19 pandemic are 
regressing in basic skills and learning

▪Interviews with 739 registered early years providers and 
maintained nursery schools.

▪Pandemic has significantly impacted the learning and 
development of children who had left and subsequently 
returned to their EY setting.

▪Children who continued to attend their setting or who were 
well supported at home had made good progress in their 
learning.
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Children hardest hit by COVID-19 pandemic are 
regressing in basic skills and learning (2)

▪Many providers have made changes to the resources and 
routines in their settings and most have increased their 
teaching of personal hygiene.



Children hardest hit by COVID-19 pandemic are 
regressing in basic skills and learning (2)

▪Providers said they are particularly concerned about children’s 
personal, social and emotional development.

▪Some children had returned less confident and more                
anxious.

▪Many providers have given some aspects of the curriculum                    
a greater focus as a result of children’s experiences of the 
pandemic.
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A safe and phased 
return to inspecting early 

education
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Registration and regulatory work continues 

▪We continue our registration work. 

▪We are responding to regulatory 

safeguarding concerns.

▪We are also looking at information we 

are holding to consider at the next 

inspection for some providers.
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work



Roadmap to EIF 
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Interim visits 
and research 

calls

Return to 
EIF

March 2020
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Guiding principles 
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Sensitivity

The safety and welfare of everyone involved in any on-site activity is our 
priority. We will follow the most up-to-date guidance from Public Health 
England. 

Priorities

Principles for on-site visits

We continue to be guided by existing guidance and principles for carrying 
out our compliance and enforcement work.

Inspectors will be sensitive to the challenges presented by COVID-19; 
we will always take that context into account. 
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Education inspection 
framework (EIF)
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EIF inspection judgements

Quality of 
education

Personal 
development

Behaviour 
and attitudes

Leadership 
and 

management

Overall effectiveness
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The importance of acquiring knowledge 

‘We know that young children are especially receptive 
between birth and age 5, when their brains develop at the 
fastest speed and they learn more rapidly than at any 
other age.
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This means that the choices we make for 
very young children …are all hugely 
important.’
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▪The EYFS (educational programmes) provides 
the curriculum framework that leaders build on 
to decide what they intend children to learn 
and develop.

▪Leaders and practitioners decide how to 
implement the curriculum, so children make 
progress in the seven areas of learning.

▪They evaluate the impact of the curriculum by 
checking what children know and can do.
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The curriculum is at the heart of the framework
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C&L

The dangers of missing knowledge

PSED

PD
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There is a wide variation in young 
children’s exposure to vocabulary.



Vocabulary size relates to academic 
success

▪Such correlations between vocabulary size and life 
chances are as firm as any correlations in 
educational research.

Simply put: knowing more words makes you 
smarter!
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Behaviour and attitudes and 
personal development 
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▪Children’s positive behaviour and 
attitudes through the characteristics of 
effective learning. 

▪When children struggle with regulating 
their behaviour do adults take 
appropriate action to support them?

▪Importance of secure attachments, 
children’s emotional health and 
relationships between babies and 
adults.



A continued sharp focus on safeguarding
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Identify

HelpManage
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Other frequently asked 
questions and common 

myths
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Myth-busting continues
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When will I have my EIF inspection?

▪We will take a proportionate and risk-based approach to 
selection, taking into account what we know about the 
provider and time not inspected. 

▪When we return we will move to an inspection            
window. 
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DfE Guidance 

▪Actions for early years and childcare providers during 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak

You must notify Ofsted or the childminder agency with 
which you are registered of any confirmed cases in the 
setting (either child or staff member). You should also tell 
Ofsted if you have to close the setting as a result. This is a legal 
requirement. Report as soon as you are able to, and in any case 
within 14 days. Please read the guidance on reporting incidents 
to ensure all of the information required is included. 
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Common Myths

▪I have submitted a notification to Ofsted about a confirmed 
case of COVID-19 and this will prompt a visit from Ofsted.

▪Notifications about confirmed cases of COVID-19 will adversely 
impact on my relationship with Ofsted.

▪My next inspection grading will be impacted by the number of 
COVID-19 notifications that I have submitted.
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▪ COVID-19 series Briefing on Early Years October 2020

▪ COVID-19 series Briefing on Early Years November 2020

▪ Ofsted coronavirus (COVID-19) rolling update

▪ Joiners and leavers in the childcare sector 

▪ Reported coronavirus (COVID 19) cases by registered early years 
and childcare settings

Published on GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-series-briefing-on-early-years-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofsted-coronavirus-covid-19-rolling-update#regulatory-work
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joiners-and-leavers-in-the-childcare-sector
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reported-coronavirus-covid-19-cases-by-registered-early-years-and-childcare-settings
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Apprenticeships in Early Years

Kate Hill, Her Majesty’s Inspector,

Specialist Advisor FE & Skills
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Early Years Apprenticeships

▪Early years practitioner – level 2.

▪Early years educator – level 3.

▪Currently being developed Early years lead practitioner –
level 5.

▪English and mathematics.

▪Complete an end point assessment –
knowledge test, professional
discussion, portfolio of evidence.

▪Pass or distinction.
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Registered apprenticeship providers

Nationally

▪128 providers registered to deliver level 2

▪200 to deliver level 3

In London

▪51 to deliver level 2 

▪81 to deliver level 3 

2019/20

▪151 level 2 starts (some on old standards)

▪6444 level 3
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Inspections of Apprenticeships

▪Types – full or short.

▪New Provider Monitoring visits.

▪Monitoring visits.

A safe and phased return – Ofsted Update for London OBC March 2021 Slide 30



What we look at:

▪Apprentices' work/portfolios.

▪Reviews, targets, feedback from tutors/assessors.

▪Progress and how its monitored.

▪Timely achievement rates.

▪Scrutiny of commitment 
statements.
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Who we speak to:

▪ Apprentices

▪Mentors

▪ Line managers/employers

▪ Assessors, tutors

▪ Safeguarding lead

▪ Support staff

▪Managers and leaders from the 
training provider

▪Governance members

A safe and phased return – Ofsted Update for London OBC March 2021 Slide 32



We also look at:

▪Off the job training and links to apprentices’ work.

▪Challenging and individualised curriculum plans.

▪Different time scales.

▪Development of significant new knowledge skills                  
and behaviours and evidence of this linked                            
to starting points.

▪Staff experts and how frequently they                             
update their knowledge.

▪Safeguarding.
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Ofsted on the web and on social media

www.gov.uk/ofsted

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk

www.linkedin.com/company/ofsted

www.youtube.com/ofstednews

www.slideshare.net/ofstednews

www.twitter.com/ofstednews
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